
1 Peter 5:1-2 
     1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—
not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to 
serve;  
 
1 Timothy 5:17 
     17The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose 
work is preaching and teaching. 
 
James 5:14 
     14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in 
the name of the Lord. 
 
Proverbs 24:6 
     6 for waging war you need guidance, and for victory many advisers. 
 
1 Peter 5: 1-2 
     1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—
not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to 
serve; 
 
1 Timothy 3: 1-7 
     1Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer,[a] he desires a noble task. 2Now 
the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. 4He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5(If 
anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) 6He must not be 
a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He must also 
have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 
 
Titus 1: 6-9 
     6An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose children believe and are not open to 
the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7Since an overseer[b] is entrusted with God's work, he must be 
blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest 
gain. 8Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 
disciplined. 9He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage 
others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 
 
Acts 20: 28-31 
    28Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers.[a] Be 
shepherds of the church of God,[b] which he bought with his own blood. 29I know that after I leave, savage 
wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30Even from your own number men will arise and 
distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31So be on your guard! Remember that for three 
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 
 
Acts 6: 1-6 
1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against 
the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2So the Twelve 
gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of 
God in order to wait on tables. 3Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the 



Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and the 
ministry of the word."  5This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of 
the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to 
Judaism. 6They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 
 
1 Peter 5: 1-4 
       1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—
not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to 
serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 
 
Titus 1:5 
     5The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint[a] 
elders in every town, as I directed you. 
 
Acts 14:23 
     23Paul and Barnabas appointed elders[a] for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed 
them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust.  
 
1 Timothy 3 

     Overseers and Deacons  

 1Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer,[a] he desires a noble task. 2Now the 
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, 
hospitable, able to teach, 3not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. 4He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. 5(If 
anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) 6He must not be 
a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He must also 
have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap. 8Deacons, 
likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 
9They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10They must first be tested; and 
then if there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons.  11In the same way, their wives[b] are to be 
women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 12A deacon must 
be the husband of but one wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13Those who have served 
well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.  14Although I hope to come to 
you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to 
conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the 
truth. 16Beyond all question, the mystery of godliness is great:    He[c] appeared in a body,[was vindicated by 
the Spirit,    was seen by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in 
glory. 

 

Titus 1 

1Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth 
that leads to godliness— 2a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not 
lie, promised before the beginning of time, 3and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through 
the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior,  4To Titus, my true son in our common faith:  
      Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  



Titus' Task on Crete  

 5The reason I left you in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint[a] elders 
in every town, as I directed you. 6An elder must be blameless, the husband of but one wife, a man whose 
children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. 7Since an overseer[b] is entrusted 
with God's work, he must be blameless—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not 
violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8Rather he must be hospitable, one who loves what is good, who is self-
controlled, upright, holy and disciplined. 9He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, 
so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it. 10For there are many 
rebellious people, mere talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision group. 11They must be 
silenced, because they are ruining whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and that for 
the sake of dishonest gain. 12Even one of their own prophets has said, "Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, 
lazy gluttons." 13This testimony is true. Therefore, rebuke them sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 
14and will pay no attention to Jewish myths or to the commands of those who reject the truth. 15To the pure, all 
things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and 
consciences are corrupted. 16They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny him. They are detestable, 
disobedient and unfit for doing anything good. 

1 Peter 5 

     1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will 
share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—
not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to 
serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the Chief 
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 5Young men, in the same way 
be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,  
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."[a] 6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty 
hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.  8Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are 
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.10And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
11To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.  

Final Greetings  

 12With the help of Silas,[b] whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you 
and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it. 13She who is in Babylon, chosen together with 
you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark. 14Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of 
you who are in Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-14 

     12Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and 
who admonish you. 13Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live in peace with each 
other. 14And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient 
with everyone. 

Romans 12:8 

     8if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if 
it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 



Matthew 18:15-17 

     15"If your brother sins against you,[b] go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to 
you, you have won your brother over. 16But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every 
matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'[c] 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 
to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

1 Timothy 5:19-21 

     19Do not entertain an accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three witnesses. 20Those 
who sin are to be rebuked publicly, so that the others may take warning.  21I charge you, in the sight of God and 
Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instructions without partiality, and to do nothing out of 
favoritism. 

Acts 14:23 

     23Paul and Barnabas appointed elders[a] for them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, committed 
them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 

James 5:14 

14Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. 

Philippians 1:1 

     1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the 
overseers[a] and deacons: 

 Ephesians 4:11-12 

     11It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, 12to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 

 

Elder Passaages 

 


